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The Lady with the Pet Dog
Introduction
The Anton Chekhov short story, “The Lady with the Pet Dog”, tells of an adulterous affair between a banker and a young lady who meet while in a vacation in Yalta.  Dmitri Dmitritch Gurov is a husband with a daughter and two sons. Dmitri dislikes his shrewish old wife and as a result commits multiple affairs with other women. Due to this increasing adulterous life, Gurov always talked ill of other women in front of her wife and would frequently call them “the lower race” (Chekhov, 2004). On his vacation in Yalta, Dmitri is amused by “the lady with the dog” who sits down next to Dimtri as he sits down on one of the public garden in Yalta. He pets her dog alluringly as he tries to strike a conversation with her. They both like each other, meet and become closer each day leading to one of the most quoted affairs of all time. Anna finally returns home when her husband sent a letter to her. Astonishingly, Ann was not excited about going back to her ailing husband but the fact that she never left Dimtri without a good reason.  
Authors Theme
[bookmark: _GoBack]  Besides the theme of love, the author repeatedly exposes the theme of expectation and reality exposing how characters were pathetic, miserable and out of touch with the reality. Gurov is pathetic since he considers his wife as unintelligent, narrow, and inelegant and even never liked to be at home. He spoke ill of women and had begun being unfaithful to his wife long ago. In his relationship with Anna, when Anna left him to be with her husband, Gurov is seen as miserable. He started losing sleep and could be filled with resentment. He could sit up in bed, thinking, or paced up and down his room and even became sick of his children. Although Anna has much expectation particularly on her new lover, she seems miserable, unhappy and depressed as she herself confesses, “I am so unhappy” (Chekhov, 2004).  She also tells Gurov, “I have thought of nothing but you all the time…” (Chekhov, 2004). Although they confess love for each other, when Anna went back to Moscow to see Gurov, they are both filled with desperation and had to see each other in secret revealing the graring difference bettwen between the expecation and reality. 
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